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1 Year end closing according to SAP 
 

1.1 Balance carry forward programs 
 
According to SAP the execution of the balance carry forward programs represents the closure of the 
year. The G/L balance carry forward program does not make any postings. It calculates the net operating 
profit to the Retained Earnings Account and transfers the balances to period 0 of the next fiscal year.  

For countries that need to do closing and opening postings (hard closure) SAP provides the program 
RFSUMB00 (or if the new General Ledger is in use program FAGL_YEC_POSTINGS). 
 

1.2 Year-end closing postings program RFSUMB00 
 
There is not much guidance for this procedure. This document describes my personal experiences of 
RFSUMB00. When I started my first problem was that I did not know whether this program was a 
substitute or a supplement for balance carry forward. I found the answer form SAP note  402917 
‘Balance carry forward is not correct’.  
 
“After the regular balance carry forward of the general ledger (F.16), postings are made to a closing account with 
RFSUMB00 in the closed fiscal year, which causes the actual G/L accounts in this fiscal year to balance to zero. At the 
same time, the identical amount is posted as an opening posting into the new fiscal year in a period selected in 
RFSUMB00. The postings are carried out via batch input. You can choose amongst the country versions for Italy, 
Slovakia or Turkey. The country versions comply with the legal requirements of the respective countries. The use of 
RFSUMB00 requires an extensive Customizing to be able to create the correct postings. In this context, it is essential to 
customize dummy vendors and dummy customers to enable the balance carry forward of the reconciliation accounts. 
Italy, for example, requires a separate document type for these postings, so that these postings are visible in the 
document journal. In Italy, the closing entry must be made with document and posting date equalling the last day of the 
fiscal year to be closed, while the opening entry must correspond to the 1st day of the new fiscal year or exactly to the 
date and the posting period of the balance sheet closure (this is generally March or April). RFSUMB00 must be 
executed in Italy immediately after the balance sheet closing in which case the closing entries and opening entries are 
placed into a BI session. Document the postings by means of the document journal.” 

 

 
My recommendation for the order is: 

1) Start with G/L balance carry forward (transaction F.16) 
2) Run the RFSUMB00 
3) Run balance carry forward for customers and vendors (transaction F.07) 

 
 
 
This document only describes the RFSUMB00 report and assumes that all the ‘normal closing 
operations have been done. 
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1.3 Country versions for RFSUMB00 
 
RFSUMB00 is not only used in Italy. There are country specific versions for Italy, Slovakia, Turkey, 
Portugal, Romania and Colombia. There are own transactions in the system for this.  
 

 
The transactions call for the country specific 
version of program RFSUMB00. The default 
version for the program is Italy. I don’t know 
how the logic differs from the Italy version, but I 
can see that they provide additional parameters 
for postings. 
 

 
Note!  If new general ledger is 
in use, a new report 
FAGL_YEC_POSTINGS is 
used instead of RFSUMB00. 
This new report uses the 
accounting interface instead of 
the batch input session to make 
postings. If you have not 
activated the new G/L 
accounting, continue to use 
report RFSUMB00. 

 

 
 

1.4 RFSUMB00 for Italy 
 
Note that you need to do some configuration work before starting. These are explained later. 
 
The year-end posting program RFSUMB00 has to phases. The first phase closes the profit and loss 
accounts and the second step makes the year end closing and opening postings for balance sheet 
accounts. 
 

RFSUMB00 phase I: Closing the profit and loss accounts (E) 

- Generates the year-end profit and loss statement postings. According to SAP in the 
version for Italy, the profit is also entered on the balance sheet.  
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RFSUMB00 phase II: Closing/Opening the balance sheet accounts (P) 
 

- Closes the balance sheet accounts and posts the balances in the new fiscal year. 

 

1.5 Postings created in phase 1 - profit and loss account closing 
 
These pictures are taken from the SAP Italy material. The accounts used are my example accounts. 
 
When you run the program with account selection E (profit and loss accounts), the balances of all profit 
and loss accounts are first posted to the retained earnings account (203000).  The balances of the P&L 
accounts are zero after this. Next the balance of the retained earnings account is posted to P&L closing 
account (910000 in this example) per business area. Last the P&L account (910000) balance is posted to 
balance sheet. The picture claims that it is posted to the BS closing account (950000) but it was actually 
posted to the retained earnings account (203000). After this all the P&L accounts have zero balance. The 
P&L closing account has zero balance and the retained earnings account shows the net profit or loss. 
 

 
 
 
 
Note! The balance of the Retained Earnings Account is not posted to next fiscal year. You do this with 
the balance carry forward program (tr. F.16) 
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1.6 Postings created phase 2 - balance sheet account closing and opening 

If 'P' is entered for the account selection, the closing balances of the balance sheet accounts are posted to 
the Balance sheet account – closing (here 950000). 

The opening balances for the balance sheet accounts are posted to the specified accounts via Balance 
sheet account – opening (here 960000). 

 
 

 
 
These postings went exactly as shown in the picture. 
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2 Year-end posting program RFSUM00 
 

2.1 Transactions 
 
Start the program either with SA38 (System/Services/Reporting) 
 

 
 
Or use transaction F_IT_01. 

 
 
 
 

 
 

2.2 Preparations 
 
To get a picture of the accounts to be closed and the parameters needed, execute first the both P&L and 
BS phases in test mode. Just leave out the X from ‘Create batch’. On the log list you will see all the 
accounts to be closed.  The log will be shown even without any configurations. Only the company code 
and account selection (P, E) are required. The configurations are checked first at the production run. 

P&L accounts (P):  

Are the income and expense accounts also cost elements? Which cost element types are they? You will 
probably have following alternatives. There are accounts that are not cost elements. There are revenue 
elements of type 11 and 12 and there are cost element types of 01. This has an effect on the account 
assignment. Check also that the total is the same as the G/L balance carried forward. 
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Balance sheet accounts (E):  
 
Take a closer look at Balance sheet account log. Here you can see all the customer and vendor accounts 
for which you must create dummy customers and vendors in the customizing table TABKT. 
 
 

 
 

2.3 Report parameters P&L accounts – phase 1  
 
Enter the Italian company code.  
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Enter the fiscal year to be closed 

 
 
If you use business area balance sheets, and want to get zero balances also on BA level, you should run 
the program separate for all business areas. If you don’t care about the business area closing, you can 
make the run with only one business area. Note that the BA balances will in any case be correct from the 
beginning of the next year, as the balance carry forward program will calculate them. 

2.3.1 Selections 
 

 
 

2.3.1.1 Postings periods 
 
Enter the periods 01-16 or a range that covers all the postings for the year to be closed (also the closing 
period). 
 

2.3.1.2 Selection of account type P (P&L) B (BlSh) 
 
Here is an error in the English translation. You can only enter values E for profit and loss accounts and 
P for balance sheet accounts. There is a correction for this in note 633884 “RSUMB00 Parameter 
‘Account Selection’ incorrect in English”.  Enter E. 
 

2.3.1.3 Create batch input production run 

X - Batch input creation. Activation of the batch input session for posting. 

If you set X here, the program creates a batch input session. If you leave the field empty no batch is 
created and you can run the program in test mode. 
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2.3.1.4 Bach input session name 
 
Name the batch input session. 

2.3.1.5 Hold processed session 

Indicator, that the session should not be deleted after faulty processing. 

2.3.1.6 Report variant for TRVOR tab 
 
The first step of RFSUMB00 is to create a profit and loss statement. The program saves the profit or loss 
for the year in table TRVOR and uses it as a comparison value when closing the balance sheet accounts.  
 
When you run the step 1 for P&L accounts, the system sets the result in table TRVOR. The system uses 
it to check the actual execution of the income closing before starting the asset closing. Its introduction in 
the table is managed automatically by the system. 

You cannot run the step 2 before you have run the step 1. Note 922311 ”RFSUMB00: Closing of 
balance sheet accounts is not possible” makes it possible  
 
Take a look at table TRVOR with SE16. 

�

�

The first row shows the profit and loss posted to the Retained Earnings account updated in my first 
RFSUMB00 test.  

The second amount is the amount still to be posted (profit and loss posted at this stage). Note that I ran 
this in the test environment and these are postings that have come afterwards. In real life you must not 
run RFSUMB00 before all postings for the previous fiscal year are made. 

The log of the RFSUM00 shows the same amount. 
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2.3.2 Accounts 
 

 
 

Here you define the G/L accounts to be used in closing and opening postings. All these accounts are 
balance sheet accounts. Which postings are made, depends on the posting specifications for closing 
(country version). 

On the selection screen of the RFSUMB00 report the search help is missing. This is a program error, 
which is corrected in note 1017626 – “RFSUMB00: Search for closing accounts”.  

 

2.3.2.1 P&L account 

Here you enter the account number of the balance sheet account to which the closing balances of P&L 
accounts are to be posted. In my example I use account 910000.   

 

2.3.2.2 Retained Earnings account 

The P&L statement account type in account master determines the retained earnings account(s) for each 
P&L account. The retained earnings account is used during year-end closing to calculate the company's 
result. The RFSUMB00 makes actual postings to this account. 
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The retained earnings account is defined in the chart of accounts (table T030). The balances of all P&L 
accounts are first posted to this account. The balance of the P&L accounts is then zero. The debits and 
credit of the retained earnings account is posted to P&L account (910000 in this example) per business 
area. If no retained earnings account exists, the balances of P&L accounts are carried forward to the 
P&L account. In this example the retained earnings account is used. 

 

 
You find the retained earnings account from the FI automatic account assignments (transaction FBKP). 
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The retained earnings account is a balance sheet account to which the balance of the profit and loss 
closing accounts is to be posted. The carry forward program (tr. F.16) transfers the corresponding 
amounts to period 0 of the next fiscal year. 
 

2.3.2.3 Balance sheet account – closing 

Here you enter the account number of the balance sheet account to which the closing balances of 
balance sheet accounts are to be posted. In my example I use account 950000. 

2.3.2.4 Balance sheet account - opening 

Here you set the account number of the balance sheet account to which the opening balances of balance 
sheet accounts are to be posted. In my example I use account 960000. 
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2.3.3 Parameters for closing and opening postings 
 

 
 

2.3.3.1 Document type 
 
If you create a document type and number range for opening and closing postings, you can find the 
documents more easily. Italy, for example, requires a separate document type for these postings, so that 
these postings are visible in the document journal. In my example I have created document types XS and 
XT with own number series.  
 

2.3.3.2 Posting date and period 
 
Closing entries must be carried out with the posting date of the closing year. In Italy, the closing entry 
must be made with document and posting date equalling the last day of the fiscal year to be closed, 
while the opening entry must correspond to the 1st day of the new fiscal year or exactly to the date and 
the posting period of the balance sheet closure (this is generally March or April). 
 
The period must be entered, if you want to the postings to be grouped under the special periods. If you 
don’t specify the period, it will be taken from the date. 
 
In my example I have used period 13 for closing. The opening posting is done in period 01. Note that 
you must have these periods open when you run the posting batch. 
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2.3.4 Other parameters 
 

 
 
The batch uses transaction FB01 and it will make the same checks as in manual posting. It checks the 
field status variants and validation rules. Also the automatic posting rules are taken into account. You 
need to have all the account assignments, tax codes, business areas etc. in the postings. For some of 
them you can use these report parameters. 

2.3.4.1 Posting keys 
 
Use debit and credit posting keys 40 and 50. For asset postings use keys 70 and 75. 

2.3.4.2 Tax codes 
 
For the accounts relevant for tax you need to have tax codes. Use 0%-tax codes that are not included in 
tax reports. 

2.3.4.3 Text 
 
Segment Text, text entered during posting on all document lines. For example ‘Closing/Opening’. 

2.3.4.4 Cost center 
 
For accounts that are cost elements you need to have an account assignment otherwise the batch will 
abort. You find more of this in note 379276 “RFSUM: Batch input folder aborts” 
 
Create a special closing cost center. You need at least one cost center per company code. If you are 
using business area balance sheet and want close them too, you need one cost center for each business 
area. You must then run the program for each business area.  
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2.3.4.5 Accounts for cost center postings 
 
If you leave this empty, you will problems, because the batch program will set the cost center to every 
posting. If you have in the data P&L accounts that are not cost elements, the bacth will abort. Enter here 
only accounts that are cost elements.  
 
Also for revenue accounts (cost element type 11, 12) you get an error, unless you leave them out or 
allow revenue postings to cost center. You do this in the cost center master (control). Whatever you do, 
these accounts will cause an error, as a cost center is not accepted as an account assignment. I created an 
internal order  for these postings. You cannot enter it as a parameter and must edit in manually when 
running the batch. 
 
This cost center here is stronger than cost center in CO automatic account assignment table (tr. OKB9) 
and will be used instead. 
 

2.3.4.6 Transaction type 
 
You need a transaction type for asset postings. Use transaction type 100. 
 

2.4 Report parameters for step 2 BS accounts 
 

 
 
The account selection parameter for BS-accounts is P. 
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The accounts are the same as well as the document types and dates. 
 

 
 

 
 
For BS-account you don’t need the cost center definitions. 
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2.5 Business areas 
 
If business area balance sheets are in use, you must consider whether you want them also to balance or 
just make the postings to an administrative BA. The only way to get the balances right, is to run the 
RFSUMB00 separate for each business area. On the other hand the balance carried forward program will 
recalculate the BA balances to correct ones for period 0 next year. 
 
In this example the account balance is zero, but the business area balances are not. The log shows a total 
of zero but balances on BA level. 
 

 

 
 
 

 
 
We discussed this and decided not to care about the BA balances. Actually only the closing goes wrong. 
SAP’s balance carry forward program will calculate the correct BA balances.  
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2.6 FI- and CO-validations 
 
Validations will cause lots of problems. But you can avoid this, if you inactivate the FI- and CO-
validation rules for batch input sessions, change the IMG settings (tr. OB28, OKC7, ) before running the 
batch. Change the setting to ‘Active except for batch input’. 
 

 
 

3 Reconciliation accounts 

3.1 Dummy customers and vendors 
 
Reconciliation accounts for customers and vendors cannot be directly posted. For this purpose you need 
to create dummy customer/vendor master records to carry out the closing and re-opening. 

You need to have one master record per each reconciliation account. In order to keep these separate 
from real customers and vendors, create account groups for them. Then you also can have own field 
status definitions, which allow you to have only the necessary fields. Use an external number range. 
 
First you have to figure out which reconciliation accounts have postings and need a dummy customer or 
vendor. 
 
The easiest way to do this is to run the RFSUMB00 Balance Sheet run (P) in test mode. In the log list 
you will see all the customer and vendor reconciliation accounts for which you need to create a dummy 
in the table TABKT. 
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3.2 Account groups 
 
If you create own account groups for the dummies, you can keep them separate in their own number 
ranges. Account groups and number ranges are created in IMG. 
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Assign the number range to the account group. 
 

 
 
Do the same thing for vendors. 
 

 
 
 
Create the master records for dummy customers and vendors for each reconciliation account. 
 
When you create the master records the field status might be a problem. Probably there will be field 
status variants at the company code level, which make fields like payment terms, cash management 
group etc. mandatory entries. Discuss with your client which values you can use for the dummies. 
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3.3 Table TABKT 
 
When you have created the dummy customers and vendors, configure the table TABKT  by making the 
following entries: 

BUKRS: company code 

SAKNR: all reconciliation accounts are entered 

KOART: account type of reconciliation account (customer, vendor) 

LIFNR/KUNNR: dummy customer or vendor account number 

UMSKZ: special G/L account for posting bills of exchange, down payments        etc. 

BSCHS: posting key for dummy customer and vendor accounts 

BLART: document type (not currently used). The document type from the program parameters is 
used. In the version for Turkey, the document type must support all account types (such as "AB"). 

 
You can do this with the maintenance transaction SM30 or in IMG 
 

 
 
 
SM30 
 
Table TABKT or view V_TABKT. 
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In this example customer numbers DCUST01-99 and vendor numbers DVEN01-99 are used as dummy 
customers and vendors. 
 
In column G/L Account you have the reconciliation accounts. The number must be unique. There is no 
check that the account actually is a reconciliation account. Account type is either K Vendor or D 
customer. In vendor and customer columns you enter the account vendor and customer numbers. Don’t 
bother to define the special g/l postings. The balance carry forward program will calculate the correct 
values for the beginning of next year.  
 
Enter the posting keys for debit and credit postings. Document type is not in use. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
           Year-end closing in Italy 24(36) 
 RFSUMB00 16.3.2008 
____________________________________________________________________________________  

 

www.siliconlabs.fi 

� � � � � �

 

4 Productive run  

4.1 Checks 
 
When you start the program with option “Create batch input production run” checked the system checks 
all the configuration settings and parameters.  If everything is OK, a batch input session is created. 
 

 
 
Before processing the batch you can analyse the contents and see what kind of posting are to be created.  
Ensure that the posting periods are open and the number ranges and closing accounts exist for the 
company. At this point also the existence of the dummies for customer and vendor reconciliation 
account will be checked. 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

4.2 Batch input session 
 
 
Edit the session with SM35 
 
 
 
 
 
Select the batch and look at the 
contents with Analysis.   
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4.3 Postings to profit and loss accounts 
 

    
 
FB01 makes a G/L posting 
FS02 removes and sets back the ‘Post automatic only’ 
indicator. 
 
 

 
Take a closer look at the posting screens. 
 

 
 
First all the P&L account balances are 
posted to Retained Earnings account. 
 
 
 
Here a debit posting to P&L account 301000. 
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You can see the tax code, item 
text and cost center coming from 
the report parameters.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
The balances of the profit and loss accounts are posted to the retained earnings account. A posting from 
the retained earnings account to P&L closing account is made per business area. 
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4.4 Posting to BS accounts 
 

   
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Postings to asset reconciliation accounts are 
made using transaction ABF1. 
 

 

 
 
The BS account balance is posted to BS closing account. 
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FB41 Post tax payable 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Posting to dummy customer closes the reconciliation account. 
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4.5 Run the batch 
 
Run the batch first in background. 

 
 

4.6 Errors in batch 
 
The first run will most certainly end up with errors. Look at the log to see what kind of errors you have.  
Correct all errors you can. For example open the posting periods, or allow revenue posting the cost 
center. Run the batch now with option ’Display errors only’. Add the order to the postings that need an 
account assignment other than cost center. 
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In the error mode the batch will stop at error and you can enter data manually. For example you must fill 
in the order for revenue and revenue deductions accounts.  
 
If you need to abort the batch, you do this with transaction /bend. 
 
 
The outcome of a correct run is that the RFSUMB00 in test mode shows a zero balance. 
 

 
 
When you check the outcome use periods 1-16 to get the closing postings included. You can repeat the 
program as many times you need until you get it right. 
 

5 Customer and vendor balances 
 
Remember to run the balance carry forward program (tr. F.07) for receivables and payables, otherwise 
you will have opening balances matching with the reconciliation account balances only for the dummy 
customers and vendors. 
 

 
 
You can run this anytime, also after you have run RFSUMB00, because it does not do any postings and 
change anything in G/L. 
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6 Controller’s comments 
 
The Italian controller checked the results after the SAP closing from “Italian rules” point of view. Below 
the comments: 
 

A) I’m happy with all P&L and Balance sheet accounts: if I take one account I can see the closing 
and the opening (for BS accts) amount in the correct date and that it’s fine. Very good! 

B) I have also checked my document journal (at the date 31.12.2007 and 01.01.2008) and it looks 
fine (with all the closing/opening “bookings”). Very good again! 

C) The only difference between SAP closing and “old local system” (every local system) is in the 
closing/opening of each Customer /Vendor: in SAP it has been done by using one “reconciliation 
account”. Is there a way to see/print the details? Anyhow, waiting for an answer to point C) we 
can consider that the Year-End closing for Italy has been carried forward properly. 
 
As an answer point C an account balance list showing all the customers and dummy per 
reconciliation account was suggested and they ‘could live with it’. 
 
 

7 APPENDIX 

7.1 Batch input aborts  

When you process the batch input session generated by report RFSUMB00, you will encounter all kinds 
of problems, errors and warnings. Below some examples of my experiences. 

Usually the system aborts due to missing account assignments. As postings from the batch input folder 
are generated using transaction FB01, the system performs the same checks as with a manual posting. 

SAP suggests solutions in note 379276 “RFSUM: Batch input folder aborts” 

“There are two ways of preventing the folder from aborting: 

1. Process the folder in the foreground: By doing this, you can enter the missing account assignments directly on the screen or react 
to the error message as it is posted. 
 
2. Change the corresponding field status group for this run only: 

Before processing the batch input folder, change the corresponding field status group for the affected accounts, so that there are no more 
required entry fields. This means that no check is made for theses fields. Once you have processed the folder, reset these changes.  

(Alternatively, you can create a new field status group without any required entry fields. Before processing the folder, assign the field status 
group to the accounts and reset this change once processing has finished.)  

In all cases, make absolutely sure that NO further postings are made to your system during this time.” 
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My suggestion is to shut down all the validations (FI and CO) for batch runs. Then all the cost 
postings go nicely to the closing cost center entered in the report parameters. For revenues and revenue 
deductions (ce types 11 and 12) use an internal order. You have no place for the order in the parameters 
and must enter it manually during the batch run (in error mode). 
 

 
 
 
Message no. F5562  Account  can only be posted to internally in company code IT01 
 
The batch should remove the ‘automatic posting only’ check, but for some accounts it did not. For these 
the check had to be removed manually. Remember to put it back afterwards! You don’t have to abort the 
batch. Just change the setting in account master and continue with the batch. 
 
Warning for a missing field. This is only a warning, just press enter. 
 

 
 
 
BS accounts 
 
The closing account 950000 did not balance. The reason was that on vendor reconciliation account was 
not included in the batch because the posting keys were missing from the table TABKT.  
 

 
 

 
 
Correction to this problem was to correct the TABKT table and then run the RFSUMB00 again.  
 

Message no. KI163 Business area X changed to Y 

If you have business area balances and only use one in the RFSUMB00 run, you will get warnings about 
the business area changes.  
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Exclude accounts that are not cost elements from the range ‘Accounts for Cost Center postings’. These 
will cause an error. 
 

 
 
 
Vendor postings Part. bank mandatory 
 

 
The part.bank field was mandatory for vendors. I could not find a 
validation or field status where it originated from. The only 
solution I could come to was to copy bank details and BankType 
in the dummy vendor master and enter the bank type to Part.bank 
in foreground. 
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8 Notes 
 
https://service.sap.com/sap/support/notes/402917 

 
 
Look at p. 10. It describes the relation of balance carry forward and RFSUMB00. 
 
 
 
 
 
https://service.sap.com/sap/support/notes/1043981 
 

 
 
https://service.sap.com/sap/support/notes/922311 
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On the selection screen of the RFSUMB00 report the search help is missing. This is a program error, 
which is corrected in note 1017626 – RFSUMB00: Search for closing accounts. 
https://service.sap.com/sap/support/notes/1017626 

 

 
 
https://service.sap.com/sap/support/notes/379276 
 

When processing the batch input folder generated by report RFSUMB00, the system aborts due to missing account 
assignments. As postings from the batch input folder are generated using transaction FB01, the system performs the same 
checks as with a manual posting. 

There are two ways of preventing the folder from aborting: 

1. Process the folder in the foreground: By doing this, you can enter the missing account assignments directly on the 
screen or react to the error message as it is posted. 
 
2. Change the corresponding field status group for this run only: 

Before processing the batch input folder, change the corresponding field status group for the affected accounts, so that there 
are no more required entry fields. This means that no check is made for theses fields. Once you have processed the folder, 
reset these changes.  

(Alternatively, you can create a new field status group without any required entry fields. Before processing the folder, assign 
the field status group to the accounts and reset this change once processing has finished.)  

In all cases, make absolutely sure that NO further postings are made to your system during this time. 

Field statuses are usually not the problem, as already the fact that the account is a cost element, makes 
the cost assignment required entry. I would also be careful to mess up the OKB9-table. 
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9 Links to net discussion about this subject 
 
http://sap.ittoolbox.com/groups/technical-functional/sap-acct/year-end-posting-rfsumb00-for-italy-
1416729# 
 
http://www.jt77.com/financials/finan-03718.html 
 


